
Digital Champions fighting Gender Based 
Violence in rural Tanzania with maps





This is rural Tanzania:

(Over 10,000 people 
live in this area, not 
shown on any map)

This is Dar es Salaam:







Rural Africa 
needs 

MAPS!



Crowd2Map are making them!

ÅOver 17,000 Volunteers

ÅWorldwide contributors

ÅOver 5.6 Million buildings

ÅNearly 300,000 km roads

ÅOver 12,000 sq km mapped

ÅNearly 10,000 POI
ÅWater points 
ÅHealth facilities

{ƛƴŎŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмрΧ









Local FGM survivor and Hope 
Director Rhobi Samwelly

Hope for Girls and Women supports

Local Activists fighting 
Female Genital 
Mutilation and Gender 
Based violence

Outreach work

Safe Houses for girls 
refusing FGM 



Girls are rounded up during 
the 

óCutting Seasonô 
when they are on school 

holidays

70% +

50% +

Less than 50%

FGM Prevalence in Tanzanian Women and Girls 2016



Digital Champions 

Set up 87Digital Champions in every village in Serengeti District in 
2019, who are still ongoing 

Further funding from UNFPA in 2021 supported a further 56 in Butiama
and 210 in TarimeDistricts 



Digital Champions were selected 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Protection Committee by the 
village.  They had never used a 
smartphone before. 

Training included how to use the 
phone that they were provided 
with. It also included a micro sd
(memory) card with 
downloaded videos, books and 
other materials about 
ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴǎΩ 
rights.



Digital Champions were joined 
into a WhatsApp group for 
ongoing training and support, as 
well as training in person and 
training visits by Safe House staff.



People love seeing a map of 
their village for the first time



Digital Champions were 
trained how to report 
incidents of GBV using 
ODK, Open Data Kit.

Incidents went to Social 
Welfare who dealt with 
them. 





Digital Champions and 
Youthmappersare involved 
in ongoing research into 
progress towards the SDGs. 

Village water supply

Village pharmacy



Å Over 353 Digital champions 
trained who have delivered 
training to over 9000 women in 
their villages and reported over 
470 cases of gender based 
violence

Å Support from  WomenConnect, 
UNFPA Tanzania

Å Digital Champions also educate 
their communities  on FGM and 
GBV ςin their village

Å Using ODK and Organic Maps

Å Pharmacies, churches, clinics, 
police stations and safe places 
are also mapped.

Å Also trained in better agriculture 
with PlantVillageNuru

Village Digital champions 



We trained the police 
and activists to use the 
maps to quickly find 
and protect girls at risk.

And also add missing 
places to the map.

Allows route finding

CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΧ



Remote ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƳŀǇΧ
Å Using the HOT platform

Å iDEditor ςBeginners 

Å Adding Basic features

Å Buildings,  roads
Å Schools, Clinics
Å Villages



HUMANITARIAN

www.tasks.hotosm.org



Volunteers added clinic locations  from 
Open Government Data





Volunteers added clinic locations  from 
Open Government Data



Using water point location data to add 
village names.





Instructions here



Slack channel is good for 
generating a community, and 
for volunteers to ask 
questions and get instant 
feedback on their 1st

mapping attempts etc. ςif 
anyone would like to join 
please let me know!

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΧ

https:// join.slack.com/t/crowd2map/shared_invite/zt-q04pcgqp-oiICJUFnp61Czn5vguV_Ig



¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƳŀǇǇŜǊǎΧ

Quizzes and Badges 
ÅDevelopment and expansion of training materials
ÅAddressing the most common errors

ÅBuilding skills quickly

ÅDeveloped badges as an incentive, sign of recognition

ÅMoved to make mappers independent of support, quicker











16 YouthmapperChapters in Tanzania 








